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Urahazu (1995) for piano

Urahazu means the upper end of a bow, where the spirits are
said to descend. This piece is based on 3 melodic phrases
taken from Yamada Kengyo's koto song "Aoi-no-ue", which is a
reconstruction of Noh drama of the same title based on a
chapter of the "The Tale of Genji". Lady Aoi has been killed
by a jealous ghost. A rite of exorcism is set up and the
ghost appears again.

Section A is the sound of the birch-bow. Bl: "Hence, by the
birch-bow's upper end I shall stand to tell my sorrow". B2:
"Whence comes the sound of birch-bow?" C is from the short
instrumntal interlude.

These melodic cycles are accompanied by a second voice which
entwines around, and turn round fluctuating and modulated.



